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This Presentation:

3 types of carfree development
Examples from around Europe

Discussion

Benefits of Carfree Development

Comparison with Low Car
Development



European Style
Carfree Development:

 Traffic-free residential area

 Designed around travel by
other modes (inc. car clubs)

 Limited parking*, separated
from the housing

* Typical ratio 0.2, Vauban 0.5



3 Types of Carfree Development

1.Vauban (Steliplatzfrei)
2.Limited Access

3.Pedestrianised Centres
with Residents



Vauban - 2,000 dwellings




New Urban Districts
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VERKEHRSBERUHIGTER BEREICH

Schrittgeschwindigkeit ist sinzubalten

Fuliganger durfen die Strafe in ihrer
ganien Breite benutzen

Kinderspiele sind Gberall sriaubt
Parken nur-aul gekennzeichnoten Flichen
Besondere Ricksichtnahme aller

Verkehrsteiinghmer untereinander erforderlich

Vehicles walking pace pick up/deliver
No parking (some infractions)
Absolute priority for children playing
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|| Betrieds- und
fersorgungsdienst
frei

~ 2) Limited Access Type:
- Stellwerk 60, Cologne



Stellwerk 60

 Private
Development
(Following a
Citizens
Referendum)

e 4.2ha 400 units
inc 70 houses

e 70% owned
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- Vehicle-free interior
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Exceptions made for:

Emergency vehicles
Maintenance vehicles

Minibuses for older and disabled
people

Removals vans

In exceptional circumstances: other
large deliveries e.g. furniture



Exceptions NOT made for:

 Regular deliveries
* Taxis

* Private cars (even for older or
disabled people)
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Amsterdam-Westerpark: GWL-
terrein

Inner city

1990-1998

591 flats

+ commercial uses
Parking ratio: 0.2
waiting lists

50% rental,

50% owner occupied

dipl.-ing. architekt Markus Heller, Steinstr. 11, 10119 Berlin, T: +49-30-2807940, Mail: info@autofrei-wohnen.de

www.autofrei-wohnen. de - www.worldcarfree.net
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Edinburgh-Gorgie: Slateford Green

edge of the inner city
1995-2005

120 housing units

social rent, shared ownership

eco architecture

www.canmore-housing.org.uk

www.autofrei-wohnen. de - www.worldcarfree.net

dipl.-ing. architekt Markus Heller, Steinstr. 11, 10119 Berlin, T: +49-30-2807940, Mail: info@autofrei-wohnen.de



Edinburgh-Gorgie: Slateford Green




Edinburgh-Gorgie: Slateford Green




Modal Share European Carfree Areas
30%

25%

20%
%

15%
10%
5%

0%

Households with car Trips by Car

B Amsterdam @ Vienna D Edinburgh @ Freiburg

Sources: Scheurer (2000), Bouvier (2005). Freiburg car ownership
estimate by Forum Vauban.
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3) Pedestrianised Centres: Groningen
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Groningen (NL) City Centre

7 ' No through traffic
T N . Half pedestrianised
27O /% 16,500 residents

2,300 residents
~ parking spaces

Car-restricted area
Parking garage
Car park
s Number of places
—o— P+R Citybus route + stops
—== Parking route + driving direction




Some parts pedestrianised



Limited vehicular access on some streets
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2 and 3 bedroom
apartments for sale

Prices from £245,000

01392 434099, -

Exeter 120 new flats
23 parking spaces



Overnight queue to buy
phase 1: March 2007
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Benefits of
Carfree Development

e Reduces traffic ﬂm;"]' \

particularly in dense e
urban areas

e More efficient land use

e Provides a better urban
environment, esp. for
children
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Aspect:

Direct effects
Less land for >
Consequence: roads and Less car use More walking
parking = and cycling
e ~ Indirect effects ~< W
[ S : e :
| Proe et 2 -~ I e >
v &~ I 2 T /
Benefits for: Environment Quality of Life Health
Residents —» Better air quality More shared/open Increased fitness
—» Less noise space and reductions in
_’

More green space

More social interaction
Reduced risk and fear
of road accidents
Children more
independent

More viable local
services.

associated disease
Reduced
respiratory illness
Improved mental
health

Wider local area

Better air quality
Reduced need for
development land

Reduced congestion
More viable local
services.

Reduced
respiratory illness

National/Global
Environment

Reduced CO, and
other emissions
Retention of more
green land
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Carfree Developments can
be Implemented Where:

= Public transport
good enough

= Services accessible
(high density areas)

= Parking can be
controlled In
surrounding area

= Potential demand




UK Research: Target Groups
(based on European experience)

1. Carfree Choosers:

People who live without a car by choice

2. Carfree Possibles:

People who say they would like to give up
their car under certain circumstances
(and have actually done this in the past)



Carfree Choosers Interested in
Carfree Neighbourhoods

3.9%

W London

m Metropolitan*

. >250,000
100,000 - 150,000
150,000 - 250,000

w 25,000 - 100,000
Small town

® Rural
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3 Principles:

 Traffic-free residential area

— health, social benefits,
increases property values

- Separated parking

— reduces local trip generation
 Limited parking, car ownership
— biggest effect on traffic
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UK concept: ‘car free housing’

(Farringdon, L.B. of Camden)



Aspect:

Exclusion of
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Implications for Property Prices




Louvain la Neuve, Belgium - ‘ville piétonne’
3 g 2



Town Centre: Pedestrian Streets in blue
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= Not carfree but iraffic-
—~ = free, parking separated




Louvain la Neuve - External
Travel

= Car

Public
= Walking
“ Cycling
= Other

Source: Hermia et al (2007)
Students excluded



Louvain la Neuve - Internal

Travel
3.1%.

m Car

Walking
= Cycling
© Other

Source: Hermia et al (2007)
Students excluded



Aspect: Reduction in
pre Car
Ownership
2 3 Direct effects
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—» More green space

More social interaction
Reduced risk and fear
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Children more
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associated disease
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Environment
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Reduced need for
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Reduced congestion
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| Reduced
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Conclusions:

3 Principles:

e Traffic-free immediate
environment

e Reduced parking
e Separated parking

e All 3, where possible -
maximum benefits

e Elsewhere: different
combinations, but

e Low Car can mean
‘worst of both worlds’
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www.carfree.org.uk

More
information:

www.stevemelia.co.uk
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At a time when the modal share of private cars was increasing across the developed world,
Freiburg in southwest Germany has attracted growing interest as a city which successfully
‘bucked the trend’. After nearly three decades of policies designed to constrain car use, in
1998 the largest ‘carfree’ development in Europe began construction there. This new district
Vauban, was the principal reason for my study visit duning the summer of 2006, when | cycled
to Freiburg from the UK

This paper describes both the context, of Freiburg's transport policies, and the particular
experience of Vauban

To download (using Windows) right click here and “save target as”
(10 pages with photos and maps. 4 MB, Word 2002 format)
(c) Steve Melia 2006. You may print and quote from this report for personal use (providing no

money is charged for it). Please do not reproduce any of the maps or photographs without
permission
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