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On the Train Towards the Future!

An international project on the themes of

Sustainable Mobility, Climate Change, and Carfree Communities…

The “On the Train Towards the Future!” (OTTF) project proposes the creation of outreach centres & touring trains with resources, educational programs, entertainment and activities on the three themes of Sustainable Mobility, Climate Change and Carfree Communities.

Main goals and outcomes:

· Introduce, educate about, and implement concepts in sustainable transport / urban design to communities, individuals, business and government living in and visiting Central and Eastern Europe (CEE; First phase: CZ, HU, PL + SK) and Berlin, specifically:

· Facilitate the improvement of a sustainable regional transport system in CZ (and possibly HU, PL and SK) based on regional rail managed and fuelled locally; complemented by Greenways and bus transport

· Promote urban design and traffic calming concepts in CEE that encourage pedestrian and cycle use 

· Create awareness of links between individual and group choices in transport / urban design / energy use and climate change

· Exploit existing choice / preference for rail and public transport as a “bridge” to deeper understanding of and interest in concepts such as carfree cities, proximity / access (rather than strictly mobility), oil depletion issues, energy demand reduction, railway interoperability and social benefits of sustainable urban design

· Brings closer together environmental NGOs and the rail sector (railway undertakings, industry, public transport providers, associations).

· Improves on the communication between progressive urban planners and railway and public transport experts.

· Disseminates information on best practices in a sustainable mobility chain
Main features of OTTF:

· Outreach centre in the new Berlin Hauptbahnhof). OTTF would be based in Berlin, using DB a source of environmental best practice and an “anchor” to integrate environmental education programmes into the station and its activities, as well as the touring component of OTTF.

· Touring train of several wagons/coaches and modern locomotive for electrified or non-electrified routes, in Central and Eastern Europe, visited at train stations

· On-train mini-centres in compartments of long-distance trains, with activities geared for their “captive audience”.

· Activities include transfer/partnership of IT-based initiatives, training programmes and environmental rail vehicle pilot projects to/with old EU and new EU railway undertakings and associated entities.

· Target audiences: The general public including young people, automobile owners and drivers, railway customers, mobility and urban design professionals.

Other:

· Pilot / first phase of project: 2006/7 to 2009
· Major funding sought from European Commission, Global Environment Facility, other international and national foundations and others with co-financing from rail industry, rail undertakings, public transport operators, and national, regional and local governments.

· Partners to include international, national and local environmental NGOs and railway and public transport associations
SWISSHUN: 

SWITZERLAND TO HUNGARY 

BEST PRACTICE TRANSFER IN MOBILITY AND URBAN DESIGN

Prepared by Todd Edelman, Green Idea Factory

Introduction/Summary: This proposed OTTF programme builds on the introduction of 30 new FLIRT suburban train vehicles from the Swiss company Stadler for Hungarian State Railways (MÁV), starting in 2006. In SwissHun, knowledge, experience, training and pilot projects based on functioning programmes in mobility and urban design in Switzerland will be brought to Budapest and communities along three rail lines  (Budapest-Tatabánya, Budapest-Székesfehérvár, Budapest-Pusztaszabolcs) stretching up to 65km to the west of the Hungarian capital where the FLIRTs will operate, and to the Hungarian people in general through the media and other means.

In addition to the core interactive resource centre focusing on main WCN goals, these programmes, based on railway cars and in around train stations, will include these themes/subjects. Many of these form part of the idea of a mobility chain, which is very important in Switzerland (Possible partners in parenthesis):
· Innovative train scheduling solutions (Ministry of Transport, SBB, private operators)

· Full integration of rail and bus, without competition between the two modes (as above)

· Integration of cycling and railway travel, including bike-on-train programmes and sophisticated bicycle parking solutions (as above, plus IG Velo; Velostation)

· Full integration of disabled into railway and public transport (and urban design) with possible focus on regulations

· Traffic calming (including East to East knowledge transfer from OTTF partner Transport 21 from CZ)
· Carsharing (Mobility Carsharing)

· Programmes which only allow special electric vehicles in certain areas 

· An educational programme including visits and study by Hungarian urban design, architecture and transport students) with the creation of a new carfree area in Basel and existing carfree and pedestrian-oriented developments.(Ministry of Education in CH; Budapest Technical University; Club of Carfree People of Switzerland). This would extend beyond FLIRT-related promotion, and ideally followed by Hungarian media.

· Maquette-building! (Joel Crawford/Carfree.com; as at TCFC V in Budapest, but in trains and train stations) 

· Connections with programmes like the SlowUp
· Bike-Friendly businesses (IG Velo)

· Velotaxi (kpfn project network; Velotaxi Zurich)
www.worldcarfree.net/onthetrain
www.worldcarfree.net/onthetrain/subprogrammes.php

contact Todd Edelman at:    traintowardsthefuture@yahoo.co.uk

Green Idea Factory
Laubova 5     CZ-13000 Praha 3
+420 605 915 970

On the Train Towards the Future! is funded in part by Milieukontakt Oost-Europa www.milieukontakt.nl








