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Project proposal:

On the Train Towards the Future I. (OTTF I)

Rail-based Outreach, Events and Actions on:

Climate Change

Pedestrian-oriented communities

Sustainable Mobility

Spring 2006 +  Autumn 2006 (tentative)
www.worldcarfree.net/onthetrain
subprogram:
Lowrider Bicycles

Prepared by: Todd Edelman

Summary

A program to exhibit extensively modified and personalized bicycles – made more unusual not by a philosophical foundation in ecology but rather artistic competition and the DIY (do-it-yourself) ethic in the urban Latino culture of the southwestern USA.
Introduction

Centered in Southern California – which was technically a part of Mexico until the mid-19th century and is some ways a Mexican pseudo state of sorts – is a sub-culture typical of the USA, Lowrider bicycling.With its roots in Chicano culture, this involves the significant and often very expensive modification of basic bicycles into masterpieces of art, in fact, where aesthetics are more important than functionality. It is much, much more about DIY (do-it-yourself) than ecology or transport. In fact, one of the magazines central to this sub-culture is divided in two, with one half being about Lowrider bicycles and the other about Lowrider 1/72 scale model automobiles!

However, for purposes of OTT, the bicycles are so completely different than anything normally seen in Central Europe, that they will probably bring a lot of excitement to the cycling-related programs of the project. They show in an extreme way that bicycles, just like cars, can be personalised. They in fact represent the opposite aesthetic of sport cyclists, who for better or worse look like clones (similar configured bikes, expensive helmets and sunglasses, backpacks with a water resevoir, etc...)

The people behind the bicycle modifications, who may be just as „American“ as anyone else except for having a Spanish surname, but often identify strongly with their cultural routes, will also bring diversity to the project. There is also Lowrider Bicycle art and certainly all types of music with Mexican influences associated with the subculture. These things would add depth to this sub-project. Finally, the Lowrider bicycle subculture is by no means exclusively Chicano, and there are similar enthusisasts all over the world, from New York City’s Puerto Rican community to guys in Germany working alone. The Chunk 666 sub-program (www.dclxvi.org/chunk/what/index.html)is its close cousin, albeit with a more ecologically-based and even more a  punk-rock background. Together, they are the flagships of non-corporate cycling.

Ideally, a few Lowider bicycles and their creators will join at least part of OTT. The bikes will be on display along with ones from Chunk 666, Call-a-Bike, Velotaxi... and there will also be workbikes and bike trailers plus attractively set-up city bicycles.

As the typical American culture exported around the world ranges from burgers to bombs, a tour of Lowrider Bicycles will be a good opportunity for a US-based organisation, likely a Latino one, to make contact with the international world with in an atypical way. There is a small industry which supports the scene, or possible importers, which might be able to offer support. 
For further info see:

www.lowriderbike.com

Steps for implementation  

1. Contact Lowrider Bicycle magazine, explain the idea and see that they think. Get contacts from them and ideally make them a partner.

2. Contact individual bike customisers based on the recommendation of the magazine (or other central entities) and Lowrider-related businesses.

3. Focus on possible sponsors such as USA-based NGOs and also possibly international airlines (ideally if possible ones not associated with lowcost, interEuropean carriers).

4. If appropriate, get local Mexican cultural representatives involved.

5. In all of the above be inclusive of non-Chicano based Lowrider bicycle culture
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