
FREE THE NEW YORK CITY CYCLISTS
A World Carfree Network Action Alert



Stop the arrests and harassment of cyclists in New York!

Help out World Carfree Network member group, Time’s Up!, in its fight for the freedom to ride and promote bicycles. Save a peaceful and law-abiding Critical Mass bicycle ride, the New York “carnival on wheels.” Take action now to show that the world is watching and persuade New York officials that bikes are good for their city.

Bicyclists in New York need your help. A year ago on Aug. 27, the New York City police mounted a major offensive, but not against drug dealers, terrorists or criminals. They went after people on bicycles, cracking down on a Critical Mass group ride. Since then, more than 500 cyclists have been arrested and many more have had their bicycles stolen by police. Video evidence shows beautiful, peaceful bike rides in New York with artistic bikes, stunt bikes and even small children on training bikes. Then, the camera shows cyclists being stopped by the police, beaten to the ground, tear gassed and hauled away in handcuffs. Truckloads of bikes have been confiscated, many cut from their locks while their owners stand by helplessly. 

This is a blatant abuse of human rights, not to mention the equal rights to use public streets. Let’s tell the New York City officials and police that the world does not accept this kind of behavior. World Carfree Network has initiated the “Free NYC Cyclists” campaign. You can help by sending letters to the mayor and police commissioner demanding an end to the arrests, by organizing screenings of the documentary film “Still We Ride,” and by passing out sample letters and this call to action at your local bike rides and other events. A sample letter is available on our website at http://www.worldcarfree.net/takeaction. 

New York City police now claim that any group of more than seven bicycles is a political “procession” requiring a special permit (which is extremely difficult to obtain). But Critical Mass rides aren’t demonstrations. They are celebrations of bicycles and celebrations of urban community. New York traffic rules allow cyclists to ride in a large group. The New York cyclists aren't breaking any law, and it is the police harassment of cyclists which is unlawful. Critical Mass rides have been happening in New York for eleven years and the police never had such a problem with them before Aug. 27, 2004. 

Investigators with I-Witness Video discovered that police had edited video tapes of the arrests in at least one case. Alexander Dunlop was charged with resisting arrest and struggling with police. A police video tape shows that he was not even on the Critical Mass ride. He approached the area walking his bike and asked a policeman what was going on. He was then roughly arrested, even though he cooperated calmly. The police showed an “official police video” for his trial, which left out the portions showing that he did not resist arrest or struggle with the police in any way. Dunlop, like most of the arrestees, was eventually vindicated by the courts, but the arrested cyclists have all had to undergo months of exhausting, humiliating and extremely expensive police harassment and court proceedings. And more arrests continue every month. 

A great majority (78 percent) of households in Manhattan don’t even own (or rent) a car. Most people in all of New York City don’t have cars. Many of them would like to ride their bicycles but there is almost no bicycle infrastructure in New York City, and cycling in Manhattan is generally extremely dangerous. Riding in Critical Mass is often the only way people, especially children, can ever go for a bike ride in the city. Why are New York’s police so afraid of cyclists? We really can’t imagine, but we do know that New York cyclists need your solidarity and moral support. Our letter-writing campaign will help bring international media attention to this problem and that has been shown to be the best way to stop international human rights abusers. Please help. Get those letters out there! 



The city of New York has been aggressively pursuing a lawsuit against Time's Up!, a community-based environmental group and World Carfree Network member organization in New York City, forbidding them from promoting Critical Mass or even discussing it in person. Now, not only is cycling in a group supposedly illegal. They want to make talking about cycling in a group illegal. Our campaign will assist Time's Up! in fighting the lawsuit and continuing their valuable work. 

The New York police are beating up on the very people who are trying to do something to curb fossil fuel emissions (which cause climate change) in the country that produces the most pollution. This has been largely ignored by the media and that needs to change. Our campaign will make the media take notice. With your help, we will show New York City officials that they must stop the arrests in order to keep their reputation as a world-class city. Your efforts will also give New York cyclists a much needed morale boost and enable them to stay involved in Critical Mass, despite the difficult conditions.  

TAKE ACTION:

Copy the attached sample letter to the New York mayor and police commissioner, change it to your own liking (if you wish) and mail it by to the following addresses and fax numbers:

Hon. Mayor Michael Bloomberg		    	Police Commissioner, Raymond W. Kelly
City Hall, New York, NY 10007 USA	        	1 Police Plaza, New York, NY 10012 USA
	Fax: ++1-212-788-8123				Fax: ++1-646-610-5865

(Please send a short e-mail to freenyccyclists@yahoo.com to say that you have sent a letter, so that we can keep count of the success of the campaign.)

Go to the following two links and send ONLY the salutation and the first paragraph of the letter by special e-mail. (It’s easy but it will only accept a very short letter):
www.nyc.gov/html/mail/html/mailnypd.html   &   www.nyc.gov/html/mail/html/mayor.html
 
Encourage your friends to send letters. Bring sample letters and addresses with you to your local Critical Mass and other bike rides and events. Pass them out and tell people about the campaign. Don’t forget that word of mouth is a powerful information tool.

Organize a screening of the excellent film “Still We Ride,” which documents police crackdown on New York City cyclists, and pass out letters for viewers to sign. DVDs can be obtained by ordering online at: http://www.stillweridethemovie.com 
(World Carfree Network's Resource Centre will soon have copies for sale and loan. E-mail orders@worldcarfree.net. And we will put sample posters and leaflets on-line for you to use soon.)

Send the press release attached to this call to action to your local media. Include a sentence saying that your group is involved with the campaign or is a WCN member group.

Write letters to the editor of your local newspapers telling about the situation in New York and expressing the solidarity of cyclists in your city.

Let us know if you will have any screenings or other campaign related events, so we can tell the media. Write to: info@worldcarfree.net.

Earlier this year, we held a successful campaign to persuade the World Bank to stop its policy against cycle rickshaws in Bangladesh. Letters from people like you helped preserve a sustainable transport option for low-income people and save the livelihood of thousands of rickshaw pullers in Dhaka. If we can change the policies of the World Bank, we can change the policies of the New York Police Department. We will continue to update you on the situation in New York. World Carfree Network is considering sending international legal observers to New York, if the arrests and harassment continue. 

For more information see:  	http://www.times-up.org
   	http://bicycledefensefund.org
http://criticalmassrides.info 

