DRAFT Criteria for companies and local authorities becoming WCN members

At the WCN Annual General Meeting in December 2009 it was decided that companies and local authorities are welcome to join WCN as non-decision-making members on the basis of certain criteria. A mandate was given to the Steering Committee to develop these criteria and the fee rates.

Benefits for company and local authority members are:
· discounted attendance at WCN events such as the annual Towards Carfree Cities conference;
· receiving Carbusters magazine;
· opportunities to start up or join existing Network projects, in conjunction with other Member Organisations;
· free announcements and discounted advertisements in Network publications and media;
· permission to include the "Member Organisation – World Carfree Network" logo on the Organisation's website;
· discounted bulk orders on Network publications and resources;
· publicity through an annual WCN corporate and local government carfree awards contest.

In order for a member company or local authority to maintain its membership status, the Member Organisation must:

· pay the applicable annual membership fee;
· take part in the annual Member Survey;

· provide a link to World Carfree Network on relevant pages of the Organisation's website;

and fulfil at least two of the following criteria within each calendar year:

· publicising the work and goals of the Network; 

· involvement in Network projects and working groups;

· contributing to Network publications and online activities.
Membership criteria

The criteria set out below are used in deciding whether to approve the membership in WCN of any private or municipal company or local authority. 

The Steering Committee will undertake the following steps to ascertain whether a company or local authority is engaged in the activities below:

- basic research on the company or authority’s web page;
- asking the applicants to confirm that it complies with the criteria;
- a short internet search for information on the company or authority;
- asking other civil society organisations which are likely to have an opinion on the matter;
- consulting WCN members in the relevant country and the ICC;
Companies
Companies which are making a positive contribution – directly or indirectly – to reducing transport needs or promoting sustainable mobility are welcome to become WCN members. Potential member companies are asked to briefly lay out their achievements in their membership application.

Companies will be ineligible for membership in WCN if they are involved in, or appear to be involved in:

- car manufacturing, including parts and materials such as steel and tyres;
- working against the interests of public transport users, pedestrians or cyclists;
- promoting unsustainable transport patterns, e.g. excessive food miles or facilities in locations not readily accessible on foot or by public transport;
- human or labour rights violations;
- political activity detrimental to environmental and social justice;
- other heavily polluting industries or those providing products which may be harmful to human health;

- any other activities that conflict with the WCN Charter and Strategic Plan, such as links to the oil industry.

Examples of suitable companies (unless involved in the above activities) include:
- Public transport companies
- Bicycle companies

- Local food producers and sellers

Local authorities

Local authorities which are making a positive contribution to reducing transport needs or promoting sustainable mobility are welcome to become WCN members. Local authorities are asked to briefly lay out their achievements in their membership application.

WCN’s Steering Committee, with assistance from local WCN Members as required, will then assess the application according to the following criteria:

- existence of a coherent long-term plan to significantly reduce motorised traffic in the city/town/region or maintain current carfree status;
- measures to reduce motorised traffic undertaken in the last five years;
- measures to promote walking, cycling and use of public transport taken within the last five years;
- improvements in modal shift or maintenance of high share of pedestrian/cycling/public transport;
- the absence of regressive measures that undermine the above (such as the expansion of road capacity).

Final decisions will be taken by WCN’s Steering Committee, in consultation with other WCN members and ICC staff. The Steering Committee reserves the right to make decisions according to criteria other than those stated above. In such cases the reasoning for the decision will be explained in the Steering Committee meeting minutes and may be challenged by WCN members at the next AGM.

In the event that the above screening is ineffective and the Steering Committee approves the membership of a company or local authority which is later found to contravene the above criteria, WCN will terminate the membership immediately, explaining why. 

If contravention by a member company is brought to the Steering Committee’s notice within 3 months of any fees being paid by the company, and the Steering Committee upholds the claim, WCN will forfeit the donation by giving it to those most affected by the company’s activities. If it is unclear who is most affected, final decisions about the allocation of the money will be taken by the Steering Committee. 

In case a local authority’s membership is terminated by the Steering Committee for contravening the membership criteria for local authorities, the membership fee is returned if the decision is made within 3 months of the fee being paid.
Fees
The SC has not decided how to approach this yet: should be based on willingness to pay, but how to we assess that? Or flat rate of €150 plus voluntary donation? How realistic would it be to charge profit-making companies more?
� Difference from other member orgs: no assistance with network development and capacity building. Not allowed to attend AGM?





